DHR[ Virginia Department of Historic Resources

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM (PIF) for INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES

DHR No. (to be completed by DHR staff) _086-5258

Purpose of Evaluation
Please use the following space to explain briefly why you are seeking an evaluation of this propetty.

The owners would like to preserve the historic resoutces and character of the farm to the extent possible.

Are you interested in applying for State and/or Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits? Yes __x No

Are you interested in receiving more information about DHR’s easement program? Yes No __x

1. General Property Information
Property name: Lawson Farm, formerly the Buchanan Farm

Property address: 1114 Valley Rd
City or Town:__Saltville
Zip code: 24370

Name of the Independent City or County where the property is located: __Smyth County

Category of Property (choose only one of the following):
Building _x Site Structure Object

2. Physical Aspects
Actreage: 308

Setting (choose only one of the following):
Utrban Suburban Town Village Hamlet Rural__x

Briefly describe the property’s overall setting, including any notable landscape features:

Located immediately south of the junction of Valley Rd (Rt. 610) and Possum Hollow Rd (Rt. 723), this 308-acre
farm's collection of resources consist of two main loci: Locus 1 includes the domestic complex at 1114 Valley
Rd, a fenced cemetery at the top of the hill, 555 feet south-southwest of the house, and fatm buildings in the
immediate vicinity. Locus 2, the closest part of which is 1,600 feet southwest of the house, is comptised mainly
of two mid-20th-century barns (one with a gambrel roof and the other with a gable roof), two concrete-stave
silos standing side-by-side, a covered grain conveyor connecting the silos with gambrel roof barn, and three
sheet-metal-clad pole sheds. The two loci are connected by an unpaved farm road. The house fronts toward
Valley Rd, to the north, and is set back 160 feet from the road. At the side of Valley Road, flanking the entrance
of the farm driveway, are two massive squate stone piers for a formal appearance. Immediately to the southeast
of the house is a one-story brick kitchen-quarters building. About 33 feet in front of the house is a
hotse/carriage mounting block cut into a solid bedrock outcrop. 150 feet east-northeast of the house is the
farm's scales house, constructed of old bricks from a demolished building, and 180 feet east of the house is the
nearest barn, which is the oldest on the farm. To the south and east of this barn are a number of more recent
farm buildings and structures.
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